WHAT*S
WRONG

WITH THE WORLD TODAY?

HERBERT W. ARMSTRONG

ET US pause a few moments,” and sanely take
stock of the conditions and the times in which we
live.

Everyone knows something is WRONG!

. One-fourth of our workers still unemployed.
The year 1933 saw the greatest roll of unemployed
in all earth’s history! And we are burdened under
a colossal debt and soaring taxes.

We have the paradox of millions facing starva-
tion in the midst of the greatest plenty ever
known. WHY IS IT?

Business activity has tumbled to the lowest ebb
in all history—twice the drop below normal of

the worst previous depression.

In all previous depressions we have had an ex-
panding foreign market, and usually the develop-
ment of huge new industries to pull us out. But
today every other nation is in the grip of despair
with us.

THE WHOLE WORLD A SEETHING OF
CHAOS AND DESPAIR

A tremendous economic and political earthquake
has rumbled through forty nations—the aftermath
of the world war. These terrific shocks ran from
Vienna to Berlin, to London, to Asia, to South
America—shaking 40 other nations into financial
and economic collapse before they finally brought
acute distress to us.

Every major nation in the world save only four
—the United States, Great Britain, France and
Japan, has been overthrown in revolution, and
many of the smaller nations besides. There has
heen a great deal of talk of revolution even here
in America!

And in the midst of all this starvation, misery
and fear, five million armed soldiers—twice thé
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Consider the complete picture of the world con-

dition of today—the whole world bankrupt, the
commerical structure a wreck, politics corrupt\‘
governments overthrown, morals never so lax and
loose, misery, fear, hunger and want on every
hand, and the one great final conflagration of
world war about to be ignited. Look back over
history, and COMPARE! We are now going
through a time of trouble such as never was since
there was a nation!
WHAT DOES IT ALL MEAN?

THIS VERY CONDITION FORETOLD NINETEEN

HUNDRED YEARS AGO

About nineteen hundred years ago, the disciples.

of Jesus of Nazareith came to Him privately and
asked: ““Tell us, when shall these things be? and
what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the
end of the world?” (Matthew 24:3).

And He answered, in the awe-inspiring pro-
phecys. s :

“Take heed that ye be mnot deceived . . . Na'glon
shall rise against nation, and kingdom agalns_t
kingdom; and great earthquakes sha.ll be in di-
verse places, and famines, and pestilences, and
fearful sights and great signs shall be from heav-
en.” (Luke 21:8-11).

Just recently these things have come to pgss.
The world war was the first which truly .ﬁt the
description “nation against nations, and kingdom
against kingdom.” There have, of course, b;elzn
earthquakes down through the years, but,,t,l"g
have been growing recently far more frequent an‘t
terrible, until just a few years ago the greateb
earthquake in all history oeccurred in (China, de-
e
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stroying over a million souls. The most colossal
famine in history 0(3(3111‘1'(;(1 recently in Russig
The most disastrous .peshllence the world evm:
knew was the flu epidemic at the time of the
world war—more deadly than the war itself!

Now let us continue this remarkable prophecy
peginning with the 25th verse: “And,” (at e
time of the end), “there shall be signs in the
sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon
the earth distress of mations, with perplexity; the
sea and the waves roaring; men’s hearts failing
them for FEAR, and for looking after those things
which are coming on the earth.”

Could words more accurately describe, IN
GENERAL, the conditions we now see in the
world? No past condition ever fit this description,
so we know it applies to the present world trouble.
Numerous other prophecies throughout the Bible
paint in the details. And all agree as to what shall
now immediately follow—ocatch it, for this is now
SOON TO HAPPEN'!

“And then shall they SEE the Son of Man
(Christ) coming in a cloud WITH POWER AND
GREAT GLORY.” (verse 27).

OTHER PROPHECIES FILL IN
THE PICTURE

Let us now take a hurried glance at some of
the other prophecies scattered through the Bible
describing details of this world catastrophe.

The outstanding aspect of the trouble is the
unemployment situation and the paralysis to busi-
ness and industry.

In the S8th chapter of Zechariah, beginning
verse 7, is a picture of the beginning of the next
age, when Christ shall have returned to restore
peace to the world. Then in verse 10 we read:
“for before these days,” (just before the Second
Coming of Christ) “THERE WAS NO HIRE FOR
MAN, nor any hire for beast; neither Was‘tllel‘e
any peace to him that went out or came in be-

cause of the affliction; for I set every one against -

his mneighbor.” How true that is today! S0 God
Almighty knew, some twenty-five hundred years
ago, that this world-wide unemployment situation
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would arise at this time, that it would be in a
time of affliction, and that every one \'vonlldv be
against his neighbm‘!. And, ‘ma_rkvyon, it is just
ofore the second coming of Christ! AR

But WHY all this unE:‘mDVlOYTﬂenf--’ WHY is
money not circulating? W }_ﬂr must the majority
suffer want in the midst of such .plem,y tgday?

This is the age of the machine. During the
decade, 1920 to 1929, wages increased very lltt'le.
hours remained the same, but ‘through‘tvhe in-
creased use of machines, PRODU (.'IjI()}q INCREAS-
ED FOUR TIMES AS FAST as during th‘e pre-
vious twenty years. THERE WAS A GREAT
DEAL MOCRE OF EVERYTHING.

But W -H - O was to buy more? The workers
couldn’t, because there had not been enough in-
crease in wages. Neither could the farmers. Nor
the independent business man, nor the “white
collar’” worker. Foreign demand was decreasing.
The increased production should have provided the
increased purchasing power with which it might
have been consumed. But it didn’t. Why? Be-
cause almost all the gain which acerued from the
rapidly mounting production WENT INTO COR-
PORATION TREASURIES! It went to make more
rich men than the world ever knew, and to make
rich men richer. But the rich man could not
consume the rapidly-mounting surpluses—there
were not enough of him!

_ Mieantime, the run of financial collapses abroad
threw fear into American capitalists, and they
be.came afraid to finance new industries which
nnght.have absorbed the men being rapidly thrown
out of work by the machine. This rising tide of
1tli“_implpyment reduced buying power: This, and
regzwlt?:-l;lg .<t:red1t, in turn reduced valuations on
wealth b%?al)ll taudl stocks, and so the rich man’s
Watar t't(') snu_lk. These con(}ltloqs. in turn,
PSR betition still keener, which forced the
thl‘o‘\\'in;mslti?lt niugl more labor-saving machines,
tound i;. s \'i(‘qloe m‘le_nnoup Ot, work. Rov:uxd and
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selfishness w‘thlllL non, In their shortsighted
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ful portion of the gain from the 111«‘1‘<’:1:\f‘~31;‘(1
production, they have only brought 1111$¢1) oh
woe to themselves—and now it is the rich llu'r
who wail and howl and weep the loudest. T_l}‘]‘_
wealth has been fast shrinking. They have with
drawn silver and gold from curculation, and._ll}
stark fear have kept it in hoarding. It is becoming
rusty and cankered from disuse! More than one-
seventh of the nation’s actual gold and S}l\'el: 1§
still in illegal hoarding! And more milhopallﬁ
have committed suicide since 1929 than in all
previous years combined!

THE CAUSES OF THE DEPRESSION
VIVIDLY PROPHESIED

Now see how accurately God Almighty was e}ble
to paint in this detail of the 1933-4 picture nine-
teen hundred years ago!

“Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for
your miseries that shall come upon you. Your
riches are corrupted, and your garments are moth-
eaten. Your gold and silver is cankered; and the
rust of them shall be a witness against you, and
shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped
treasure together for the last days. Behold the
hire of the laborers who have reaped down your
fields, which is of you kept back by fraud.
the coming of the Lord draweth night.” (James
5:1-4, 8).

Never in all history, until after 1929, has the
condition here described been seen in the world.
These are THE LAST DAYS! The COMING OF
THE LORD DRAWETH NIGH! Are YOU ready?

THERE ARE JUST TWO CLASSES
—IN WHICH ARE YOU?

Today, as the end of this world SWOoops rapidly
down upon us—the tribulation already here—the
“Day of the Lord,” with its terrible, almost un-

speakable plagues of torture and pain
to fail on all who refuse to surrende}' wi %

Alm'ighty God and come under Hisg divixll(:x”} ‘tu
tection—there are just TWO CLASSES of | e
in the world. And YOU, yourself, are booplo

ir asa
or the other. There’s no middle groun]d(me class
=y < e §

now abhout

he;z(lellls‘o()t be able to stand it, when, as {tllll,g
forced to DIEH as a scroll (Rev. 6:14, 15), yOl}e\(ren
last pla 00k upon His glorified face—the s€ *
Christ "5{)“58 about to fall—the second commfz1 i
fuch about to occur? “And in those days A

Op SoK death, and shall not find it.” (Rev. 9:6)-
Ko r have you, through real and complete repent-

€€ and accepting Jesus Christ as your personal

aviour from sin and from sinning, placed your-

self under divine protection, with God’s promise of
éverlasting LIFE in the Kingdom of God, so that
YOu can say with Paul: “Henceforth there is laid
up for me a crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that
day: and not to me only, but unto all them also
that LOVE HIS APPEARING.” (II Tim. 4:8).

If you are now in the LOST class, praise be to
Almighty God for His great love and tender
mercy, THERE IS YET TIME, if you are WILL-
ING and will heed the warning without delay.

Eternity is staring YOU in the face this instant.
There is not much time for you to decide. You
will determine your own fate.

Everyone senses that some great upheaval—
some great SOMETHING is about to happen to

‘the world. The present conditions, all prophesied

in the Bible, are TOO REAL to trifle further or
delay longer. Don’t rebel another minute against
Almighty God—Creator of the universe. He is
warning you, inviting you, in LOVE, to surrender
fully to Him, and do it NOW.

Go, just now, to a private room or place, be-
fore you lay this paper down, and confess your
sins to God. Throw yoursel.f upon His mercy. Sur-
render to Him and everything He commands yoyu
in the Bible, cpmpletely. Accept Jesus as your
Saviour from sin. Read, and obey, John 3:16;
Acts 2:38; I John 1:9, 7; Romans 10:9, 10, 13;
John 6:37 and 5:24; Isa. 55:6-7,
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